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Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus (RHDV)
SOUTH AFRICAN OUTBREAK

NEW VIRAL DISEASE OF RABBITS





What is RHDV?


A highly contagious and highly fatal disease from the Calici virus family which affects both wild and domestic rabbits. 





What are the signs?


Loss of appetite


Lack of energy


Fever of >40(C


Seizures, weakness, wobbling, off-balance, head tilt


Yellow discoloration of the mucous membranes (gums) and skin – easily seen on the ears


Bleeding from body openings including mouth, nose, and rectum. 


Difficulty breathing


Sudden unexplained death 


ANY SUDDEN DEATH IN AN OTHERWISE HEALTHY RABBIT IS HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS 





How do my pets get RHDV?


Virus is present in all bodily fluids including blood, urine, faeces, saliva and enters the body through mucous membranes of the eyes, nose, mouth, and digestive tract


Insects also carry the virus and can pass it onto your rabbits through insect bites


“Fomites”: objects like shoes, clothing, insects, dust, pets, and car tires that are contaminated with the virus. 





How long does it take for my pet to get sick. 


It can take anywhere from 1-5 days, but most cases are seen by day 3


Survival?


Rabbits in South Africa have never been exposed to this disease before and 80-100% of those infected will not survive


Survivors become chronically infected and can shed the virus for at least 30-42 days


Some animals will not show any signs and can shed virus for up to 2 months





What can I do for my sick Rabbit?


There is no known cure and treatment is entirely supportive to allow the body time to fight off the virus itself. 


Supportive care includes treatment at Isolation facility for: Fluid therapy, Antibiotics, Glucose supplementation, Pain therapy and Force feeding 





How do I keep my pet safe?


Strict Biosecurity measures including


Keep your rabbits indoors


Reduce or eliminate outdoor playtime


Wash your hands thoroughly before handling your rabbits; change clothes and shoes before and after handling your rabbits


Prevent interaction with rabbits from outside of your home (wild or tame)


Do not wear shoes inside 


Do routine grooming like nail cuts and brushing at home


Use safe feed sources and store for 3-4 months before use


Do not use feed plants, grasses, or tree branches from outside


Monthly flea treatment (Revolution)


Keep cats indoors


Do not allow your dogs to interact with wild rabbits (living or deceased)


Consider booties or washing their feet when returning from walks


Keep rabbits separate from dogs and cats


Minimize exposure to insects


Quarantine any new rabbits for 14 days before introduction to your rabbits


Do not touch wild/stray rabbits


Vaccination is not yet available in South Africa, Exotics and Wildlife veterinarians are applying for permission to import the vaccination for the US and UK. 


Disinfect all surfaces with F10: 8ml into 1L of water and leave for 30minutes before drying


How long does RHDV survive in the environment?


3.5 months at 20(C


1 hour at 50(C


Can survive freezing and thawing 









